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WANGETTI STEEERING GROUP MEETING

Warama Centre, Wednesday 20th April 2005

Attendance:  Bill Carrodus, Lana Lopatich, Hilton Noble (Wet Tropics Management Authority), Chris Fry, Sue Foley (Wangetti Community), Melinda Cox, Greg Keith (Douglas Shire Council), (WTMA), Warren Singleton, George Skene (Yirrganydji Traditional Owners).
Apologies: Dave Hudson, Mark Dwyer (Conservation Volunteers Australia).

Guest: Robin Little (EPA).

Follow up from Previous Meeting:
· Envirofund Grants.  Bill and Greg to review reporting requirements and re-assess priorities, communicate any proposed changes to DEH.

· Tenure Upgrade.  Advice received from EPA about procedure for Forest Reserve conversion to National Park.  The group wants to consider all options; Bill to talk to Terry Melchert about Cultural, Environmental and Recreation Reserve, invite representative from DNR&M to advise on this tenure and Conservation Park or Coordinated Conservation Area.

· Community Services Grant: - Chris submitted an application for a water tanker/quad bike.

AGENDA:

1. Compliance.
Robin Little from EPA explained why the recent prosecution did not proceed; the fact that a case of ‘destruction of forest products’ could not be proven, and ‘use of a motor vehicle’ on its own did not warrant Court action, but a warning letter has been sent.  Re-offenders would however be prosecuted.  In terms of future incidents, residents should document details of the time, date and location and contact relevant authorities immediately.  Careful judgement should be exercised when approaching offenders about their actions.  WTMA is proposing to amend the Wet Tropics Plan as part of the Plan Review to provide for a punitive infringement notice system, as this is the appropriate response for summary offences.  Details of the more recent event should be sent in for appropriate action.  Bill to check with EPA whether surveillance cameras may be an option.

2. Interpretive display, northern car park.

Lana circulated a draft mock-up for comment, minor amendments were noted, logos to be added.  The black framed option though more expensive was preferred.  Greg will arrange to collect the shelter from Santarossi’s Engineering; CVA may wish to install the structure as part of the next volunteer week; siting will be important, positioned to attract attention, away from clutter of regulatory signs, out of hang-gliders way, facing south.

Bill to pursue further enquiries with DMR about establishing some interpretation/orientation information at Rex Lookout.
3. Sustainable Communities Environment Awards.
Congratulations to all members of the group for being awarded not only the Community Group award but also the overall Outstanding Achievement award.  The trophies to be circulated amongst members rather than stay with one agency.

By popular consensus, and support from Wangetti residents, it was decided that Chris and Sue should represent the group on the ‘overseas study tour’ to Thailand.

4. Southern car park.

MRD and WTMA approvals in place.  Awaiting EPA and DNR&M permits; once in place tenders can be let, Council may consider doing the work if crews available and within price estimates.  Peter still to check if material available from DMR stockpile.  Additional fill material may be available from road-widening work about to commence just south of Wangetti.  Regulatory sign has to be replaced at a position which will not be in the way when construction begins.

5. Additional Highway Barriers.

Recent berm work may be too low to be sufficient deterrent –may need trench behind; if DMR cannot replace boulder at southern car park, we will have to ask Council.  Peter to follow up.

6. Financial Update.
Greg will ensure the funds committed by Council to the project are transferred to the appropriate account.

7. Clean Beaches Award.
Sue will make a nomination, then we will coordinate with CVA to ensure Wangetti is at its best prior to judging.

Next meeting:  Convene at Warama Centre 4.00 pm Wednesday 18 May 2005.
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