(((((((((((((((((((((((((((

WANGETTI STEEERING GROUP MEETING

Wangetti School, Monday 1st March 2004

Attendance: David Hudson (Conservation Volunteers Australia), Bill Carrodus (Wet Tropics Management Authority), Chris Fry (Wangetti Community), Grahame Connett, Bob Jago (Douglas Shire Council), Peter McNamara (Main Roads).
Apologies: Sue Foley, Chris Neumann (Wangetti Community) Hilton Noble (WTMA) Warren Singleton, George Skene, Brian Singleton, Clayton Enoch, Barry Hunter (Traditional Owners); Greg Keith (DSC).
Follow up from Previous Meeting:

· Enforcement: Bill to liaise with Paul Hoye, Manager Environmental Services Douglas Shire Council re surveillance over the Easter holiday period.
· Tenure Arrangements: Bill advised that the Unallocated State Land on the western side of the highway is due to be transferred to National Park in November this year.   Bill will seek formal confirmation of the process from Ms. Robin Smith at QPWS and also enquire re the possible transfer of the Camping Reserve to National Park at some time in the future.

· Gaming Fund: Bob will apply for membership of LIPS on behalf of the Recovery Group with the view to applying for Gaming funds under LIPS sponsorship.
· Further Funding: Bill advised that the application for special World Heritage NHT funding through the WTMA from the Commonwealth Government was unsuccessful, and accordingly the southern carpark relocation cannot proceed until additional funding sources are secured.
· Highway Barriers: An additional breach has occurred north of the middle section (has been attended to by MRD).

· Envirofund Rd 1 Grant:  Grahame will check if cheque has been received; Bob will ensure Fencing Contract is signed and returned to DEH.

· Revegetation: Bill to check that cycads removed during road widening by MRD are still available.

AGENDA:

· CVA Week: As part of the Envirofund grant, the CVA volunteers will be engaged this week to weed and revegetate the northern car park, culminating in a rubbish collection as part of Clean Up Australia Day on Saturday rather than Sunday.  (Work on the southern area will be deferred until funding is available to re-locate the car park).  Wangetti School will assist with a Clean Up day on Friday.  Bill will liaise ABC Radio to arrange publicity and put out media release.  Bob will arrange for a planting plan and organise suitable species to be delivered from the Council nursery.  Chris will arrange for the Rural Fire Brigade tender to be available for watering the plants in and follow up maintenance.

· Southern Node: The postponement of the work on the southern node was discussed.  No further work will be possible until we can relocate the car park.  Most of the remaining funds available are tied to revegetation, weeding, dune fencing, signage and interpretive shelters with only about $12,000 available ($7,000 remaining from Pioneer Coastcare, $5,000 from DSC 2002/03 (less any costs incurred in works this week, CVA costs, plants, mulch, labour etc – but much of this would be covered by the above tied funds); if DSC also provide $5,000 for 2003/04, and we use $3,000 from the Envirofund grant (dune fencing/construction of barriers?) this would bring the total up to $20,000; need to check the balance of funds available under the various sources!!).  Bill is to apply for a permit to the EPA Coastal Management once funding is secured to undertake the work.  The meeting agreed to recommend that Council proceed with the relocation of the carpark as a priority should funds be available, as this is a key aspect of the whole Recovery Plan.  Bill will check the status of the proposal submitted to the NRM Board as a Priority Action project.  Dave Hudson suggested the group should explore any funding available from Tourism project grants.

· Next Meeting:  Monday 5th April 2004
· Next Chair:
Grahame Connett.
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