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Rare forest reserve part of Clean Up Australia Day

Rare World Heritage rainforest at Wangetti Beach is under serious threat with litter being a key factor.

Rainforest found at Wangetti Beach and the adjoining reserve grows in pure sand, an uncommon forest type listed as endangered in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. An alarming amount of litter has been found in the fragile ecosystem.

The area has been registered as part of Clean Up Australia Day because of the extent of rubbish.

Federal Member for Leichhardt, Warren Entsch said the community needs to start acting now before the issue gets out of control.

“I am shocked and surprised at the amount of litter being found not only at Wangetti, but throughout the Wet Tropics. Most litter can be seen on the sides of roads and at camp-sites, areas under pressure because of a lack of care by a small portion of the population.

“It’s not hard to take your rubbish with you and place it in the bin. It just comes down to laziness and a lack of respect for the environment.

“Our tropical, green environment is a major drawcard for the many visitors who travel here from all over the world. As we all know, the tourist dollar is an important part of the regional economy.  Litter negatively impacts on the visual beauty of the region, and will eventually impact on tourism numbers,” he added.

Conservation Volunteers Australia will clean Wangetti Beach in the week leading up to Clean Up Australia Day, made possible through funding provided by the Australian Government’s EnviroFund program.  Community volunteers will follow them on Saturday, rather than the usual Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday.

The clean up at Wangetti is part of a Recovery Plan developed by the Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA), Douglas Shire Council, Department of Main Roads, Traditional Owner groups of the Yirrganydji and Djabugay people and Wangetti residents.

WTMA Acting Executive Director Josh Gibson said the recovery plan was necessary to protect the endangered forest before it was totally degraded because of unsuitable recreational activities including four wheel driving, illegal camping and removal of timber for camp fires. 

“We intend to upgrade the area with information shelters and visitor facilities so that it can be enjoyed by the entire community,” Ms Gibson said.

Queensland Environment Minister Desley Boyle urged people to be responsible with their rubbish.

“People who just leave their rubbish lying around have impact on the precious ecosystems in our World Heritage Area. The Wet Tropics provides the region with clean air, fresh water, and a regional tourism economy. Once it’s polluted with rubbish the negative effects will quickly become very obvious,” Ms Boyle said.

“Keeping areas such as Wangetti, and the highways that traverse the World Heritage Area litter free is a task that we all need to undertake. The community should be treating this international treasure like their own backyard. It an investment in all our futures,” she added.

Interested volunteers can meet on Saturday morning from 9.00 at the northern end of Wangetti Beach. Gloves and bags will be supplied. Please wear hats and suitable clothing and bring your own water. For more information contact Bill Carrodus at the Wet Tropics Management Authority on 07 4052 0546. 
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